
PARISH PROFILE 
A Community Seeking Spiritual Transformation 

Our mission statement is “living into our name – being transformed and 
transfigured by Jesus.” 

We are a loving, caring, and friendly community of believers seeking to celebrate 
and grow in our faith.  We are diverse and inclusive, seeking to transform lives 
through worship, fellowship, education, and outreach. 

Our Focus Is Outreach 

We aspire to meet the needs of others, to serve the needs of our members and to 
provide or support programs for the people in other communities, extending 
across the state and the region.  

All Are Welcome 

We hope you will visit one of our services to experience the spirit of the people 
and the energy at the Church of the Transfiguration. 

Our Church 

The church is located on the west side of Mountain Road, just south of Broadway 
Road in Mesa.  It has a seating capacity of 140.  

 

Sunday Services are held at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. The early service is without 
music.  The later service, which has music, is live streamed to allow those at 



home, or away for the season, the opportunity to participate. A coffee hour held 
in the Fellowship Hall after each service provides a weekly time for socializing.  
Other services are announced in the bulletin. 

 

Our Fellowship Hall 

The Fellowship Hall is used for large and small gatherings for a variety of purposes 
which includes coffee hours, meetings, classes, Sunday School, and special events 
like an Advent Dinner, Rummage Sale, Style Show, Pancake Supper and various 
small groups and social activities.  

 



Our Parish House 

The Parish House, a home for past rectors, now contains the church office, the 
rector’s office, a conference room, a small chapel and work areas for the Crazy 
Chile Farm, music ministry, altar guild and recycling. 

Our History 

A group of 
Episcopalians began 
meeting in December 
1962.  Mission Status 
was appointed in 
January 1963 with 13 
members.  They met in 
the Superstition Inn for 
a while then at the 
Apache Junction 
Elementary School.  By 
December of that year 
the first annual dinner 
was held with 42 
people in attendance.  
Five acres were 
purchased on South 
Mountain Rd, south of 
Broadway, and a new 

chapel took shape in July 1965.  The vicarage was built in 1966 by the rector and 
members of the congregation.  In 1979 we received Parish status at the Diocesan 
Convention. By 1988 the Fellowship Hall was completed with office space, a 
kitchen and large room for gatherings and meetings.  In 2001 the rectory was 
blessed and used as the church while a new church building was built which 
serves us today.  A beautiful stained-glass window, depicting the Superstition 
Mountains and the various symbols representing the transfiguration, frames the 
entrance doors to the sanctuary.  In 2014, an Icon of the Transfiguration of Jesus, 
written by a talented parishioner, was placed above the altar. 



 

The back yard of the Parish House was transformed into the beginning grounds 
for the newly established Crazy Chile Farm during 2014.  We then began growing 
chiles to make our own chile powder to sell to support church outreach.  In 2018 
the Crazy Chile Farm expanded by having the parking lot behind the Fellowship 
Hall plowed up, with the help of two large Clydesdales.  Expansion not only let us 
grow more chiles, corn, beans, and squash but also support the sharing and 
preservation of seeds for Native Americans to grow and use their original foods.  

 Blessing of the animals



The Crazy Chile Farm has been an active part of our church in many ways – with 
our members, with those served by provisions in food and seed, with local 
organizations, as well as the donations and funds used for various outreach.  

Rev. John Atwell was the first vicar for Church of the Transfiguration. He stayed 
for 26 years going from mission status to a well-established church.  The next four 
ministers were here for between five to eight years. While there has been a 
rotation of ministers over the years, the most recent one was here for eight years 
before retiring, which brings us into the transition stage and search for a new 
rector. 

 

Youth  

We welcome all children into our church family.  We want children to feel happy 
and comfortable, so we offer this to parents of young children: 

God put the wiggle and voice in children.  We like it to be a part of God’s house. 

                                    So, relax!  All are welcome. 

Children may play with the toys on the carpet at the back of the sanctuary or sit in 
the front where it is easier to see what is going on at the altar.  If you are 
concerned about noise or 
restlessness being disruptive, 
there is a children’s room with 
toys and books and room to play 
in the Fellowship Hall as well.  
Make yourselves comfortable.   

Members of our church 
understand that the presence of 
children is a gift to the church 
and a reminder that our church is 
growing. Jesus said, “Let the 
children come to me…” so, we 
hope to make all families feel 
welcome.  



Our Ministries & Outreach – COVID necessitated modification of some programs 
and activities.  Some changes are on-going, based on how the members choose to 
be involved in and support the programs. 

Altar Guild – A group of dedicated volunteers work diligently each week to meet 
our worship needs. They provide the requirements for smooth-running services 
each Sunday, in every season, and on holidays. Their efforts include the cleaning, 
setup, and preparations for wine, bread, candles, flowers, and the overall 
appearance of the sanctuary as a sacred setting. 

 

Bible Study – We have a strong tradition with Bible study.  Formerly, we met in 
the chapel for Morning Prayer or Communion before gathering around a large 
conference table to read, study, and discuss the readings listed for the up-coming 
Sunday service.  This learning experience enhanced our Sunday worship time. 

Book Club – People from our church, as well as friends near and far, gather on 
Zoom to discuss what they learned from or what impressed them about each 
book the group reads.  The books, selected by the participants, cover a variety of 
topics, issues, styles, and genres.  It has been a blessing in several ways. 



Choir – The Choir meets regularly to prepare for music for the 10:00 a.m. service 
each Sunday and on special holy days.  They view their role as a service to the 
people and the church, as well as a gift to God. 

The Crazy Chile Farm – The farm was formed in 2014 to support the outreach 
efforts of the church, especially for food relief programs.  Using a 450-year-old 
landrace variety of chile pepper and a team of volunteers, the peppers are grown 
from seed, cultivated and handpicked.  Then, they are dried, ground and 
packaged on-site for sale as the Campo Dorado Chile Powder.  Proceeds from the 
sales cover expenses and help fund food distribution agencies of the Feeding 
America Food Bank system.  In a coordinated effort with the Ute Mountain Utes, 
we also have ground and packaged Blue Corn meal for sale and distribution. As 
the farm expanded, the purpose also expanded to grow desert-adapted 
indigenous foods to provide seeds to Native Americans to re-establish their 
traditional agriculture. A relationship was developed with Native Health Services 
and Native Seed Search to facilitate seed and food distribution to various 
indigenous peoples.  

 

Compline – A group-led evening prayer service meets at 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday on Zoom using various forms of compline or evening prayer.  The services 



are selected from the Prayer Book, the New Zealand Prayer Book and Celtic 
prayer services.  It is a meaningful way to end the day in worship, to share 
concerns and celebrations, and to stay connected with our church family. 

Daughters of the King – Established in 1885 and now extended worldwide, the 
Order strives to work through prayer, service, and evangelism for their church, 
especially for women and girls.  A focus of the group is prayer for the care and 
support of the people and the rector.  Organized in 2014, the Chapter of St. 
Teresa of Avila at Transfiguration has chosen to also serve by working with 
receptions following a memorial or funeral service.  

Donations/Support – This congregation has a history of generously supporting  
community services and organizations through donations of supplies and funds 
for a variety of needs which include:  Paz de Cristo, Superstition Food Bank, 
Project Help, CAAFA (Community Alliance Against Family Abuse under “New 
Beginnings”), Hope Women’s Center, Brinton Elementary School, Chapel Rock, 
and the Episcopal Relief and Development Fund for crisis situations and natural 
disasters.  Some donations are made in small batches and amounts but have 
added up to really make a difference. 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) – This includes all women of the Episcopal 
church and is a strong presence at Transfiguration. While fund raising to support 
the church is a traditional part of this group, they also provide opportunities for 
socials and fellowship by coming together for meetings or events, having fun 
activities for our members, as well as friends and neighbors outside the church.  
Their main events have included a Rummage Sale, Spring Style Show and 
luncheon, Valentine Basket Raffle, monthly Birthday celebrations, Christmas 
Angel Tree for Brinton Elementary school, Secret Prayer Sisters and donations to a 
variety of local organizations and the on-going work of the church. 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry – Serving at the altar or taking communion to those who 
are confined or limited due to health issues or restrictions is a special service that 
extends the touch of a caring congregation. 

Lay Readers & Servers – We are fortunate to have a group of volunteers who 
serve each Sunday as readers or lectors, acolytes, chalice bearers, and ushers to 
help with the smooth flow of the worship service. 



 

The Lord’s Soup Kitchen – A small group meets once a month to make a large, 
delicious batch of homemade soup, stored in quart containers, available in the 
Fellowship Hall freezer for anyone to pick up for their use or for someone in need. 

Mats for the Homeless – Members have crocheted or woven mats made from 
plastic bags to give to the homeless for a durable, weatherproof mat for their use.  
It becomes another form of recycling. 

Million Meals – For over 16 years, our members have collected loose change to 
provide funding for food distribution to those in need, currently calculated at 
1,514,823 meals.  Donations have gone to support the food distribution of 46 
agencies of the United Food Bank across the state as well as emergency relief 
funds in three states, such as Texas and the Souix tribe in Nebraska. 

Morning Prayer – Each Wednesday at 9:30, a small group meets regularly on 
Zoom for a session of Morning Prayer from the Prayer Book.  Besides having a 
mid-week pause for prayer, we also enjoy a chance to visit with some of our 
members that are not able to attend church. 



Music Ministry – Music is a special part of the worship program as the choir lends 
their voices to leading the congregation in singing and to present inspirational 
music or songs to support the liturgy in moving, comforting, uplifting ways.  

Prayer Shawls – Members have crocheted and knitted shawls and coverlets to 
donate for anyone who wants one to use or to share with someone in need.  
What a comfort to be wrapped in a warm, soft embrace created with love and 
prayers for its use. 

Recycling – Plastic bottles and aluminum cans are collected and recycled as an on-
going project so we are involved in the care of creation. 

Walking on Wednesday – A small group walks regularly (until the desert heat gets 
too much) for approximately 1 to 2 ½ miles to enjoy fresh air, physical exercise, 
time with friends and a beautiful setting, which includes the Gold Field and 
Superstition Mountains. 

 

 



Who We Seek 

During this time of transition, we sought congregational input on what they would 
like to see for the future leader and direction for our church.  An important aspect 
is for the rector to value lay ministries and lay leadership, seeking the 

contributions of our 
people and supporting 
them in their work for the 
church. 

There are many things that 
come to mind when we 
consider what it is we seek 
in a new rector.  Top of the 
list are people skills, 
leadership skills, and the 
ability to serve as the key 
person at the head of the 
church and all it does for 
worship, service, and 
pastoral care, while we 
continue our faith journey 

together.  We want a shepherd, leader, and guide but also a person who becomes 
one of us, a part of our church family, who participates in the life of the church.   
It helps to have someone who learns who we are and works with us, so members 
can be involved in the changes and growth of the church. We need someone who 
can teach, inspire, communicate well, and provide thoughtful sermons, but also 
someone who has good administrative skills, and is organized.  A working 
knowledge of technology is important, including online activities and social 
media.  Experience with Word Press, Chimp mail, and ACS software is especially 
useful. Love is the focus for being a Christian.  So, there is a call for a devotion to 
visiting the sick & elderly.  We seek a person who is caring, kind, and 
understanding, has a positive attitude, is open and accepting of differences, and 
maintains a good sense of humor.   

 



Where We Are and Looking Ahead   

As with any church, we are a composite of different people and a variety of ways 
that we practice our faith as we learn, pray, serve, and worship.  Our list of 
activities and programs gives a sense of the interests that our members support. 

We continue to worship regularly in person and by live stream, but we know 
there are things that need to be revived or newly established to be able to grow 
and to serve, especially after the impact of COVID.  We seek further development 
for Bible study, Sunday School, adult formation, and book studies on assorted 
topics to help us live into “walking in the way of love” as defined by Bishop Curry.  
With a number of people who have been to Cursillo, gathering as a part of that 
movement is a possibility.  There is interest in coordinating efforts and activities 
with other churches nearby, both Episcopalian and other denominations. Our 
area is growing and expanding. Towns like Gold Canyon, San Tan Valley, and 
Queen Creek are within a twenty-mile radius for which we are the closest 
Episcopal church, so reaching out to them seems a way to serve the area and 
grow as well.   

 

COVID has impacted our church as it has everywhere.  While we were closed, we 
had a group who did phone calls regularly to check on parishioners.  Twice we 
compiled and delivered gift bags to the members living in the area.   We sought 
ways to maintain contact with our church family on-line.  Zoom was and still is 
used for book studies, Morning Prayer on Wednesdays, and Compline held nightly 
during the week to help us stay connected with friends and members across the 
country and into Mexico and Canada.   

As a part of continuing our efforts to reach out to others even during COVID, we 
provided seed for planting and assorted supplies two different times and also 
helped to coordinate the mule trains needed to deliver this to the Native 
Americans at Havasupai.  We worked with a couple of other churches to do an 
airlift with 12 aircraft loaded with much needed supplies to the Native Americans 
at Hualapai. 

We were fortunate to obtain equipment to provide church services live streamed 
or recorded.  We also gathered for services in the parking lot with the sound 



projected to car radios.  As expected, the long interruption in programs and 
activities means that some things will take time to get reestablished, but we are 
making progress.  

 

Our Community   

The church is located on the borderline between Maricopa County and Pinal 
County, identified as part of east Mesa and the town of Apache Junction.   This is 
considered the far eastern edge of the Phoenix metroplex. 

Apache Junction is known as the entrance to the Superstition Mountain 
Wilderness Area, with peaks that reach to 5000 feet that create an impressive 
skyline image rising above the Sonoran Desert setting.  Apache Junction hosts an 
annual rodeo event, so it is not unusual to find riders on the desert trails at the 
edge of town and hitching posts at the library.  Legends abound about an early 
miner, Jacob Waltz, and his lost gold mine, so the search continues even today as 
prospectors seek to find the hidden treasure.  There is a multigenerational center 
serving all ages of people with programs and facilities for fitness and wellness.  
Nearby Prospector Park has trails that wander through the desert for convenient 
walking with people or pets.  Apache Junction has the benefit of having the 
educational opportunities of the Central Arizona College with a full array of 
academic degrees, classes, and training programs.  Arizona State University 
Polytechnic campus offers a selection of bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees 
located nearby in southeast Mesa. 

A wide variety of outdoor areas, which includes the Tonto National Forest, Peralta 
and Usery Mountain Regional Parks, the Lost Dutchman State Park, Canyon Lake, 
Saguaro Lake and Roosevelt Lake, are nearby and easily accessed.  The Salt River 
offers opportunities for boating, rafting, paddle boarding, and fishing.  It is home 
to a large herd of wild horses, which are often seen along the river’s edge.  
Saguaro National Park in Tucson and Grand Canyon National Park in Flagstaff are 
within a day’s drive.  Two large outdoor botanical gardens allow visitors to 
explore and learn about the desert trees and plants.  Zoos are found in Phoenix 
and in Tucson. 



Hiking, biking, camping, and nature interests from bird watching to wildlife 
sightings can be enjoyed while exploring the mountains, desert, or backcountry.  
Like many of our desert dwellers, the people here pick up a sense of durability 
and survival as being an aspect of life in this land of cactus, coyotes, mountains, 
canyons, mesas, and rivers. 

There is a prominent Native American presence in the history, food, land, and 
culture here. The Church of the Transfiguration is located on the traditional lands 
of the Onk Akimel O’odham people. With 22 federally recognized tribes in 
Arizona, much of the land here is designated tribal land.  The Episcopal Churches 
in Arizona acknowledge and pay tribute to the unique role that the Indigenous 
Peoples have played in the life of this region.  The Heard Museum in Phoenix is a 
great place to learn more. 

We enjoy pleasant weather the majority of the year but do experience some 
extreme heat in the summer and some heavy rains during Monsoon season.  
People learn to take precautions with the heat and enjoy the outdoors in the 
early morning or late evening or head for the mountains for cooler temperatures.  
Winter can bring an occasional frost here with snow on the Superstitions but 
rarely in the valley.  Our good weather is responsible for tourists and winter 
visitors who impact our community in many ways.  We hope you will come for a 
visit to our community and to the Church of the Transfiguration. 


